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Camp Directorôs Welcome 

 

 

 

Hello fellow Scouters, 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and your troop for your decision to come and join the 

Denver Area Council and the Camp Cris Dobbins family for your summer camp experience. I firmly 

believe that summer camp is a unique and important opportunity boys should enjoy. We at Camp Cris 

Dobbins pride ourselves on providing one of the best experiences that a young man can have at any 

summer camp. Our staff excels in the furthering of Scouting ideals, embodying enthusiasm, and 

providing the best program possible for all boys. 

 

In the spirit of further helping each and every boy to reach his full potential and provide the best camp 

possible, we have made several changes to Camp Cris Dobbins this season. The goal and purpose 

behind this guide it to help inform and welcome new people to our beautiful camp, as well as enlighten 

returning troops to our changes. This summer we will be shortening our merit badge periods to 

accommodate more classes and the opportunity to allow Scouts more chances to see all of the great 

aspects of Scouting. In addition, we will also have added a new lodge that will focus on the ñhard 

sciencesò for more technically inclined Scouts. Truly this summer will be one of the best Camp Cris 

Dobbins has ever seen. 

 

In addition to informing you of the ins and outs of camp, this guide will hopefully help you ñBe 

Preparedò for your upcoming summer camp experience.  The guide contains everything from day-to-

day operations, to maps, to program features and other miscellaneous information about Camp Cris 

Dobbins. Information on merit badges, registration, fees, all lie in wait as well. 

 

Again, thank you for thinking of us here at Camp Cris Dobbins for this summer.  If you do have any 

sort of questions, concerns, or general informational needs, please do not hesitate to contact myself or 

the Camping Department at the Denver Area Council, 303-455-5522.  I hope that all of you are getting 

as excited for the summer season as I am, and I look forward to see you all down in our little piece of 

paradise. 

 

 
Mr. Ryan Thompson 
Camp Cris Dobbins Camp Director 

ryan.thompson@scouting.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Byran.hyatt@scouting.org
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About Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch 

Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch  
Located in central Colorado, 65 miles southeast of Denver, 

a few miles south of the town of Elbert. The Ranch 

consists of 3,316 acres of mountain park terrain at 7,000 

feet in elevation along the Palmer Divide in the Black 

Forest. Peaceful Valley also functions as a working ranch 

throughout the year, with over 1,000 acres devoted to 

farming and grazing. There are three different Scout camps 

located on Peaceful Valley, with a description of each 

located below. 

 

Camp Cris Dobbins 
Camp Dobbins offers your traditional dining hall style 

summer camp that provides a level of enthusiasm and 

Scouting spirit that canôt be matched. With a commitment 

to high quality merit badge instruction and programs that 

will challenge any Scoutôs abilities, Cris Dobbins is where 

the Scout Oath and Law come to life. 

Camp Cortlandt Dietler 
Camp Dietler is a ñback to basicsò patrol cooking 

adventure camp and is one of the best in the 

country! This theme can be seen throughout a 

program that focuses on traditional Scouting skills. 

The program is designed to build and strengthen 

the troop and patrol methods while advancing 

Scouts outdoor knowledge. The camp provides 

unique learning opportunities and specialized 

adventure activities that can only occur in this 

long-term camp environment. 

Magness Adventure Camp 
Our Cub Scout camp, located on the west side of 

the ranch, offers three-day Cub Scout programs 

twice weekly.  The program for 2014 will feature 

new and exciting activities for every participant 

while expanding their Scouting skills.  All Cub 

leaders should check the council website to get the 

latest details. 
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A Brief History of Peaceful Valley 

For thousands of years, the Arapaho and Kiowa Indians inhabited the land that is now Peaceful Valley Scout 

Ranch. A few signs of their time remain with us. Before the Spanish brought horses to North America, hunters 

on foot would drive buffalo over small cliffs, known as buffalo drops. On the ranch mesa, it is still possible to 

see signs of both buffalo wallows and drops. 

In the late 1800s, the Native Americans were forced 

from their ancestral lands by Europeans settlers. 

These early frontiersman built small homesteads, 

traces of which can still be found in several isolated 

parts of the ranch. One of the more visible ruins is 

located in the valley below Ship Rock. 

Early settlers found many things they needed to 

establish their homes. Maps of Colorado from the turn 

of the century show a saw mill just south of the ranch. 

The ranch had a good stand of white pine, which was 

used for lumber to build many of the buildings in 

Elbert, and also in Denver and Colorado Springs. 

However, all the white pine was logged off, and none 

can be found on the ranch today.   

The farms in the valley around 1900 were very 

productive, thanks in large part to Kiowa Creek. The 

creek is still considered to be one of the best water 

sources in the county. For awhile, potato farming 

worked well on mesa fields, but an infestation ended 

that crop.  Dairy cattle were a mainstay of many 

farms; an old milk house was found on the ranch but 

has since been removed.   

 

The Kiowa Creek valley was so prosperous that a railway was constructed in the early 1900s. The ñNew Orleans 

and Colorado Springs Lineò gave farmers a link to markets in both Denver and Colorado Springs. In 1935, the 

railroad was heavily damaged by flooding, and not repaired. Another flood in 1965 washed away the remaining 

structures, but traces of railroad bridge pilings can still be found on the ranch near the horse stables, and 

occasional sections of roadbed are visible on the east side of the valley. 

As the valley grew, so did the farms and ranches. Our ranch buildings help to tell the story. In the late 1800s, the 

ranch owners and their large family lived in a one-room cabin just south of Elbert, on the north end of what 

became known as Peaceful Valley Ranch. In the 1920s, the owners constructed a three-bedroom home known 

today as the Bunkhouse. Todayôs ranch house followed, in the early 1930s. This four-bedroom home was built 

from a kit purchased from Sears and Roebuck! The barn was built in the same period. Horses were kept on the 

second level, reached by a large earthen ramp. Cattle were kept on the lower level.  If you visit the barn, note the 

heavy timbers that support the second floor. 
  

The Beginnings of Scouting at Peaceful Valley 
In the 1950s, the Scouting movement was expanding rapidly, along with the nationôs postwar population. The 

Councilôs existing camp, Camp Tahosa, was too small to support the future needs of the Denver area, and the 

search for a replacement began. In 1961, the Council purchased the 2,500 acre Peaceful Valley Ranch from the 

Abrahamson family.    
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Initial construction of Scout facilities took place in 1961-1963.  Some of the old ranch buildings and equipment 

were removed and roads were opened.  The brown lodge buildings we use today were constructed from kits. The 

Navy SeaBees, as part of their training process, provided most of the labor; a memorial to them can be found 

near the office at Dobbins. In 1965, Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch opened to campers. Tahosa was still the 

Councilôs main camp, so activity and expansion was limited to unit camping and a very small summer 

operation. 

Peaceful Valley Develops 
Toward the end of the 1970s, the Council concluded that Tahosa would need to be replaced soon. Facilities at 

PV were expanded as much as the limited budget would permit. The Gates family, which had long operated 

prosperous rubber-products plants in Denver, funded construction of the old swimming pool. These remains are 

located southeast of headquarters.  
The first ñrealò summer camp took place in 1981 -- four weeks of camp, and a total of 480 campers! Food was 

prepared at the ranch house, which had become the rangerôs home, and delivered to camp. Campers ate in a tent, 

and got their meals from a counter located in what is now the Jackson QM (named in honor of Sam Jackson and 

his wife, Edna, the first ranch rangers and operators of that early camp). Camp was great, and the drive to 

expand had started!  

In 1983-1984, a 19 acre lake, at the 

site of a flood control dam, was 

dedicated to Harold Silver, a past 

council president. The current 

William R. Kephart Dining Hall 

opened in 1986. Mr. Kephart was 

Scout Executive in that period, and 

was a major force behind the 

expansion of PV.    

 
The original camp facilities were 

renamed in honor of Cris Dobbins, 

who was a major contributor for the 

expansion. He had been successful in 

the energy business. On his death in 

1987, he left a major endowment 

fund to the Council, with the 

stipulation that its income be used 

only for camp maintenance.  

During the late 1980s, development of what is now Camp Dietler began. The camp opened as Camp Colorado in 

1990.  It was renamed Camp Cortlandt Dietler in 1993. Mr. Dietler, who owned an oil and gas company, and 

was an active member of the Council Board of Trustees, made a generous gift to support programs at Camp 

Dietler.    

As the Council grew, the need arose for a dedicated Cub Scout camping facility.  Planning began for 

development of a new camp on the west side of the ranch. Initial construction took place during 1992-1993. The 

facility opened as Camp Adventure in the summer of 1994. In 1996, shortly before his death, it was renamed for 

Bob Magness, a very successful Denver cable television operator.   

Peaceful Valley remains a working ranch. Approximately 1,000 acres are set aside for crops and cattle. The 

ñcash cropsò of alfalfa, wheat, and oats are used to feed ranch livestock, as well as for sale. Income from the 

ranching operation helps provide for ranch maintenance and operation. 



 
  

7 (Revised 3/10/2014) 

 

Guiding Principles of Camp Dobbins and the BSA 

Boy Scouts of America Mission Statement 

It is the mission of the Boy Scouts of America to serve others by helping to instill values in young people and in 

other ways prepare them to make ethical choices over their 

lifetime in achieving their full potential. 

Camp Dobbins Mission Statement 

The mission of the Denver Area Council summer camping 

program is to provide each Scout with a memorable and 

challenging outdoor experience.  Camp Dobbins enriches the 

fundamentals of Scouting through unique opportunities for 

leadership and educational growth. 

The Scout Oath and Law 

These principles have served Scouting well for 100 years.  

They are the basis for everything we do at Camp Dobbins, and 

we ask that you help your Scouts and leaders to be guided in 

camp. 

 

Camp Fees and Registration 
  

Camp Fees 
To register for Camp Dobbins, your troop may reserve space in camp by paying a $100.00 reservation fee. The 

total fee for 2014 is $275 for Denver Area Council Scouts and $300 for Out of Council Scouts. The payment 

schedule for 2014 is as follows: 

 

Campsite Reservation Fee: $100.00 per unit (applied to final payment) 

First Payment $40 per Scout (non-refundable) due October 31, 2013 

Second Payment $80 per Scout due March 3, 2014 

Third Payment $80 per Scout due April 7, 2014 

Final Payment Balance due May 5, 2014 

Total Payment: $275 for Denver Area Council Scouts  $300 for Out of Council Scouts 

 

Adult Leader Fees 
Each troop is required to have one adult per 10 Scouts, with a minimum of two adults.  While the adults may 

rotate, this minimum leadership must be present at all times.  The fee for adult leaders is $165 per week or 

$30.00 per day.  Two adult leadersô fees will be covered by the Denver Area Council.  

 

Refunds 
The $40.00 per Scout deposit is non-refundable at any time, but may be applied to other troop members as long 

as the unitôs total registration count does not go down. If a cancellation is made prior to May 15th ï Participants 

will receive a full refund less a $40.00 non-refundable deposit. After May 15th ï No fees will be refunded. If a 

physician provides a letter stating that the participant cannot attend for medical reasons, or the unit leader 

provides a note stating that there was a death in the immediate family, participants will receive a full refund less 

the $40.00 non-refundable deposit.  
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If a Scout becomes ill or is injured while attending camp, and is sent home by order of the camp medical 

director, prior to Wednesday, the Scout will be entitled to a 50% refund. If the Scout is sent home after 

Wednesday, there will be no refunds. Scouts, who leave camp for behavior issues or by their own choice or for 

other reasons, will not be granted a refund. All refunds should be requested in writing by the unitôs Scoutmaster 

or committee chairperson.  Refund Request Form available on the Council website. 

Campership 
Requests for camperships must be made in writing to the Council Camping Committee detailing why this 

particular Scout needs financial assistance.  A campership application can be requested from the Frederic C. 

Hamilton Scout Headquarters.  All requests should be made prior to April 1, 2014.  Scholarships cannot be 

given after attending camp.  The campership is only for Scouts of the Denver Area Council. 

Damage to Camp Equipment and Facilities 
                  

Each unit is responsible for taking care of the camp equipment that has been assigned for their use. In the case of 

damage to this equipment, the unit and unit leaders are responsible for paying for repairs or replacement. You 

and your campsite host will jointly inspect all tents and equipment when you arrive and will then check the 

equipment when you leave.  Fees will be charged for damage on the basis of repair costs or replacement costs 

estimated by the Camp Director.  

2014 Program and Meal Fees 
 

Merit Badge Fees (pay at headquarters or online prior to camp) 

Cinematography - $25     Climbing - $10 

Cycling - $5      Pottery - $10 

Horsemanship - $60     Photography - $12 

Rifle - $12       Shotgun - $17 

Cooking - $15      Art/Finger Printing/Pulp and Paper - $7 

Pioneering - $5 Automotive Maintenance: $5 

Archery - $15 (includes arrow pen kit)  

Inventing - $10 (for genius kit) 

 

Activities Fees (pay at headquarters) 

Mission Adventure - $40    Horses Trail Ride (Lunch) - $20 

Discovery SCUBA - $30     Horses Trail Ride (Dinner) - $20 

Horses Overnighter Ride - $25    10 Rifle Shots - $3 

3 Shotgun Shots - $3 

 

Merit Badges Requiring Kits (buy from trading post) 
Basketry (Need 2 kits, $17-$25)  

Space Exploration (Need 1 kit, $12)   Woodcarving (Need 2 kits, $15-$20) 

Leatherwork (Need 2 kits, $15-$20)   Archaeology/Indian Lore ($10-$15) 

 

Visitor Meals 
 

Breakfast - $6   Lunch - $7  Dinner - $8 
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Your Online Account 
 

Peaceful Valley uses online registration for entering rosters, unit information, and pre-camp signup for all merit 

badge classes and various program activities. If your unit does not have internet access, you will be able to 

handle rosters and class registration by mail. After March 4th, we will be sending you additional information for 

online sign up. To be fair to all units, this year, the online registration will be staggered by camp weeks.  Merit 

badge signup will begin at 8:00 a.m. (MST). Schedule for merit badge sign up as follows: 

 

Week 1 (June 8-14) ï Monday, March 31st  Week 5 (July 6-12) ï Monday, April 2 8th 

Week 2 (June 15-21) ï Monday, April 7th  Week 6 (July 13-19) ï Monday, May 5th 

Week 3 (June 22-28) ï Monday, April 14th  Week 7 (July 20-26) ï Monday, May 12th 

Week 4 (June 29-July 5) ï Monday, April 21st Week 8 (July 27- August 2) ï Monday, May 19th 

 

Camp Dobbins uses an online registration system through a partnership with the Doubleknot Company. Keep 

the ñLogon ID Number and ñPasswordò from Doubleknot - you will need this information to sign up your 

Scouts for their merit badges, and make your payments. Again, see schedule when your troop can sign up.  

 

Online Registration 
Once you proceed, keep in mind that even if no payment is due, your merit badge registration, including all 

changes and updates, will not be saved until you complete registration process by clicking the button ñDoneò.  If 

you feel you have already made the appropriate payments, you still need to ñPay by Mailò to complete the 

process and save any changes.  Doubleknot Instructions are as follows: 

¶ Go to www.doubleknot.com.   Click on Scouting, then Client Logon. 

¶ Under Summary 
See Upcoming Payments.  Under Registration and Reservations, clink on View Details, This is the unitôs 

information. 

Under Registrations  

¶ Click on Update/Edit 
This is the screen where you can make changes, sign up for merit badges, etc. 

¶ Register Individuals, click on this button.  (Must be done before signing up for merit badges.) 

¶ Click on Add New Participant, another screen will appear; type in first name, last name and phone 

number. Under ñTypeò highlight one of the following: ñin-council Scoutò, ñout of council Scoutò or ñadultò.    

Click on Add. Follow procedure for each Scout and adult.  After you added all of your Scouts and adults, 

then click continue.  This procedure must be completed before Scouts can be signed up for merit badges. 

¶ Click on Register by Individual.  Next to the Member Name box, click on name of Scout.  Next you will 

click on ñSelect a Categoryò, select his badges.  After you select the first Scoutôs classes, click on the next 

Scout, select his classes.  Follow this same procedure for each Scout.   After you complete the classes for 

your Scouts, you will click on continue.  Although you printed a copy of the troopôs merit badges classes, 

classes are not saved until you click on Check Out. 

¶ Click on Check Out. 

¶ Screen with ñPayment & Billing Paymentò will appear, if you are not making a credit card payment, click 

on the offline/mail button.  You will click on Save. 

¶ Next screen ï registration, click done. 

¶ The final screen ñPayment Details Registrationò, click on done. 

 

If all of the procedures are followed, all of your changes will be saved.  Remember, each time you make any 

additional changes; you must complete the entire procedure.  If you need any additional information or have any 

concerns, please feel free to contact our Camping Registrar, Mary Ann Romero, at 720-266-2111 or 

maryann.romero@scouting.org.  There will be an opportunity at camp to make schedule changes, but we highly 

recommend you try and finalize your Scouts schedules before you arrive, as space fills up quickly. 

http://www.doubleknot.com/
mailto:maryann.romero@scouting.org
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Preparing for Camp 
Troop/Personal Equipment 

 
Recommended Troop Equipment 

¶ American Flag     

¶ Sharpening stones and files    

¶ Troop and Patrol flags 

¶ First aid kit    

¶ Lock box for money/valuables 

¶ Handbooks, merit badge books, etc.  

¶ Lantern and fuel 

¶ Merit badge pamphlet library  

¶ Conservation/project tools 

¶ Ground Tarps  

¶ Ice Chests 

¶ Maps and compasses, GPS units 

¶ Cots and/or mattresses/pads 

¶ Small repair kit (duct tape, wire, rope, etc.) 

¶ Black marking pens 

¶ Folding chairs 

¶ Clothes hangers (leader tents) 

¶ Alarm clock (leader tents) 

¶ ñTalk aboutò radios for adults 

¶ Personal tents for adults if preferred 

 
Required Equipment 

¶ Sleeping bag 

¶ Personal first aid kit 

¶ Extra clothing 

¶ Rain gear (ability to cover head to toe).  Poncho alone is inadequate.  

Rain jacket/pants are best. 

¶ Water bottle 

¶ Headlight/flashlight with extra batteries) 

¶ Trail food/snack 

¶ Matches/Fire Starter (discretion of Scoutmaster) 

¶ Sunscreen 

¶ Map and Compass 

¶ Day Pack ï big enough to carry rain gear, water bottle, class materials, etc. 

 
Recommended Personal Equipment
 

¶ Small mattress, cot or pad (mattresses are not provided)  

¶ Small pillow (optional)  

¶ Sleep clothing 

¶ Good walking shoes or hiking boots (please break in before summer camp)  

¶ Sneakers (for backup and games) 

¶ 3-4 pair socks - Preferably wool, easier to dry and keep feet warm when wet.   

¶ 3-4 changes of underwear 

¶ 2 pair of shorts ï nylon works very well 

¶ 2-3 t-shirts 
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¶ 1 hat (broad brim is best) 

¶ Scout uniform 

¶ Belt 

¶ Swimsuit 

¶ Long sleeve shirt(s) 

¶ Long pants 

¶ Fleece or sweater ï avoid cotton sweatshirts, as they are useless when wet 

¶ Outer jacket 

¶ Long underwear ï optional for those who get cold easily 

¶ Stocking cap or beanie (optional) 

¶ Other Equipment 

o Tarp (required for Eaglebound, Wilderness Survival, Camping, Astronomy participants) 

o Toilet kit - toothbrush, toothpaste, comb, shampoo, soap, washcloth, lip balm 

o Towel(s) 

o Alarm Clock and/or wristwatch 

o Notebook and pencils/pens 

o Merit badge books, Scout Handbook  

o Work done at home for merit badges, and/or things needed for merit badges  

o Medical Form (completely filled out and signed before camp)  

o Medications in original container  

o Eyeglasses and/or sunglasses 

o Small camera (optional) 

o Swim goggles (optional) 

o Pocketknife - small (optional) 

o Whistle- optional by troop 

o Spending money, money for class/fees, in a wallet with your name 

o Book, football, Frisbee, cards, etc. 

o Fishing equipment (small pole, bait, and zip lock bag of tackle)  
 

 

Prepared For L ife! 
 

All  Scouts and leaders attending a Denver Area Council Camp need to be prepared!  Scouts and 

leaders must bring the Scouting 10 Essentials to camp, and have a day pack big enough to carry them if 

needed.  Under normal circumstances, they donôt necessarily need to be carried at all times, but should 

be readily accessible if needed, even when away from your campsite.  HOWEVER:  I f the BSA 

facility is placed in pre-evacuation area for fire, flood or other causes, all Scouts and leaders will 

be required to have their Ten Essentials with them at all times.  In addition, the Scout/leader 

should place in their pack all other items of value and carry their wallet, identification, cell 

phone/charger, car keys and medications (adults).  During an evacuation, this day pack may be the 

only items you can take, and the day pack will be on your lap.  It is the responsibility of the unit 

Scoutmaster to ensure that everyone in their unit, youth and adults have the necessary equipment. 

 

Scouting 10 Essentials:  Pocket Knife, First Aid Kit, Extra Clothing, Rain Gear, Water Bottle, 

Flashlight, Trail Food, Matches/Fire Starter (SM discretion), Sun Protection, Map and Compass. 

 

Other Items to Carry :  Insect repellant, whistle, personal medications (with Camp Medic), cash, 

spare batteries, space blanket, family contact list, medical history form. 
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Pre-Camp To-Do List 
 

¶ Sign up each Scout for their individual merit badges. See merit badge sign up schedule on page 4. 

¶ Have all adults complete Youth Protection Training. Training can be completed at www.myscouting.org 

¶ If you would like to request a specific campsite, please call Mary Ann at 720-266-2111. 

¶ Have each Scout complete a BSA Swim Check, if you choose to complete this before camp. Swim 

checks will be administered on Sunday, upon your troopôs arrival. If swim checks are completed before 

arrival, be sure to bring proper documentation. Each Scout and Scoutmaster who plans to enter the pool 

or lake at all during the week must have proper swim check documentation.  

¶ Hold a parentsô meeting, at least three months prior to departure. At that meeting, be sure to address the 
following: each Scout needs a medical form signed by a physician; each Scout will turn all medications 

into the medics upon arrival; give out copies of the packing list; certain merit badges require additional 

fees; Scouts can receive mail at camp; all family members are welcome to join us on Friday for Family 

Night Dinner and campfire.  

¶ Assign two Scouts to the roles of SPL and ASPL to serve as the youth leadership in your troop and 

attend the meetings held by the program directors throughout the week. 

¶ Go over the packing list of what to bring to camp (see page 6). 

¶ One week prior to departure, hold a meeting at which Scoutmasters look through each Scoutôs packed 
bag(s) to ensure that all required gear is there.  Also to ensure gear that does not belong at camp is left at 

home  

¶ Ask your Scouts about any dietary restrictions and fill out the Special Diet Request Form located 

online, at least THREE WEEKS in advance. If we do not have it, there is no guarantee that the kitchen 

will be able to accommodate the dietary needs. For questions or concerns please contact Ryan 

Thompson at ryan.thompson@scouting.org. 

¶ Create carpools and determine transportation for all Scouts to ensure that all Scouts arrive at camp on 

time on the Sunday of your summer camp experience. 

 

Provided Equipment 
 

You will be provided with one tent and platform for every two Scout/adult leaders. PLEASE NOTE: Adult 

leaders do not get their own tents. Your campsite will be based on the number of tents needed for your 

participants; please see the discussion of capacity in the 

reservations section. Dining-flys and picnic tables will 

be provided for every troop.   Cots and Mattresses are 

not provided. Your campsite latrine will be stocked 

with a broom, hose, toilet brush, hose, and other 

cleaning supplies. There will also be a roll of paper 

towels and a soap dispenser in each latrine. There is a 

flagpole in most campsites and troops are highly 

encouraged to bring their troop and patrol flags to hang 

on it. 
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What Not to Bring to Camp 
Please do not bring alcohol, firearms, tobacco, fireworks, illegal drugs, fixed-blade knives, highly odorous 

products, or excessive amounts of candy. Clothing with inappropriate language or graphics will not be 

permitted. 

 

Electronic deceives such as radios, tape/cd/mp3 players, electronic games, and cell phones are not permitted in 

camp program areas. Unit leaders are responsible for setting campsite and travel policies regarding electronic 

devices. 

 

Any items which are in violation of BSA policy maybe be confiscated by the camp staff and returned upon 

departure. The camp staff will work with unit leaders in all such cases. 

Campers with Special Needs 
If a Scout or adult in your unit needs some extra help to enjoy their camp experience, please let us know!  We 

have a few campsites that are easier for those with mobility problems.  We can arrange for access to ñindoor 

plumbingò, or wheelchair-accessible portable toilets when needed.  If your Scout will need some extra attention 

from our counselors, we can help! 

 

If you have such a situation, please contact us by letter, email, or phone.  It is best to contact us at least 10-14 

days before camp.  We will then write or call you to confirm the arrangements.  We can make accommodations 

at camp, but a Scout is prepared and we would like to be for each and every participant. 

Campers with Special Diets  
Our kitchen staff is willing to accommodate special diets for campers, whether for religious, medical or 

philosophical reasons.  If a camper has a dietary restriction make sure it is indicated on his or her medical form.  

In addition, please fill out the Special Diet Request Form found on the Council website, 

www.denverboyscouts.org in the Camp Library Section and a minimum of 3 weeks in advance to request 

special dietary needs.  If this form is not received by then there is no guarantee that the kitchen will be able to 

accommodate the dietary needs. On arrival or during the Scoutmaster meeting, check with the Dining Hall 

Steward, they will instruct you on how to get your special meals.   

Pre-Camp Swim Checks 
All campers who wish to use the pool and boats are required to have a current swim check within the past year.  

We can conduct a swim check when you arrive, but to help expedite the check-in process we strongly 

recommend that swim checks be done before coming to camp.  If you wish to do your own unit swim check, 

please use the form on page 28. Procedures are explained on the form.  Please make three copies of your swim 

check (two for the aquatics staff, and one for your troop records.)   When doing the swim check, be sure to have 

a qualified lifeguard on hand. 

Camp Commissioners 
Cris Dobbins enlists the service of a specific staff member and adult volunteers who provide general support to 

units at camp. Camp Commissioners make sure that every unit has a great camp experience and receives any 

needed assistance. Commissioners will spend time in the office every morning and be armed with coffee and a 

friendly ear to listen or to chat. Commissioners will let other staff members know if a unit needs special 

equipment, campsite maintenance, or program help. In addition, the Camp Commissioners also plan the various 

adult leader activities throughout the week. For more information about these, please refer to the Program 

Guide. 

 

 

http://www.denverboyscouts.org/


 
  

14 (Revised 3/10/2014) 

 

Uniform and Attire in Camp 
The official BSA field uniform is always 

appropriate dress at Cris Dobbins. Every 

camper is expected to wear the tan field 

uniform (Class A) at evening flags, dinner, 

while performing a flag ceremony, attending 

chapel and during campfires. The activity 

uniform (Class B), substituting a Scout t-shirt 

for the uniform shirt, is encouraged at all other 

times. 

Campers should wear sturdy walking or hiking 

shoes with socks. Lighter shoes may be worn in 

the campsite. Sandals or shoes without toes are 

unsafe and not permitted. Inappropriate clothing includes sleeveless undershirts, clothing with foul or suggestive 

language or graphics, and clothes with holes. 

Visitor Information 
Visitors are welcome at any time during the week, but if possible, should make prior arrangements with the 

unitôs Scoutmaster.   All visitors must check in at the camp office when they first arrive.  Visitors must follow 

all camp policies.  Program facilities are not available for use by visitors when camp is in session.  Vehicles 

must be parked in the main parking lots, and not at campsites.  Meal fees for visitors are $6 for breakfast, $7 for 

lunch and $8 for dinner. 

Mail for Campers 
Incoming mail for Scouts will be delivered to the main office and placed in the troopôs box in the Scoutmaster 

Lounge. Parents are encouraged to write to their Scouts while they are camp. Please remember mail takes more 

time in rural areas than in a large city and letters mailed after Wednesday may not arrive in time. Any mail 

received after the troop has checked out will be returned to sender. All mail sent to campers should be 

addressed: 

Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch  

Camp Cris Dobbins 

Name of participant, Troop Number 

22799 North Elbert Road, Box 97 

Elbert, Colorado  80106-0097 

Camp Contact 
During the summer, the camp attempts to keep the main camp phone attended 24 hours a day. However there 

are times when this is impossible, so please leave a message and it will be returned in a timely manner. Due to 

the large area on the ranch and at Camp Dobbins, messages for Scouts and leaders generally are not delivered 

until the next mealtime.  We try to deliver emergency messages immediately.  Please limit faxes to emergency 

information. 

Main Camp Number:  303-648-3023   Fax Number:  303-648-3345 
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Wireless and Internet Connectivity 
There is cell phone service on most parts of camps, no matter who your carrier is. Data service is poor for all 

providers. Our goal is provide reliable internet service to all adult leaders.  Do to the rural location of Peaceful 

Valley Scout Ranch internet service may be restricted at times.  Limited access to internet can be found in the 

Scoutmaster Lounge at Headquarters or in Gilwell Hall. Please ask an office staff member for the password. 

Every effort will be made to keep this service active and when necessary a list of nearby ñWi-Fiò hotspots in 

neighboring towns will be provided.  

Pre-Camp Leader Orientation Meeting 
 

There will be one leader orientation meeting. It will be held on Saturday, April 12, 2014 at 9:30 ï 11:30 a.m. in 

the Anschutz Conference Center located in the Frederic C. Hamilton Scout Headquarters (10455 W. 6th Ave, 

Suite 100, Denver, CO 80215). It is very important that a unit representative attends this meeting. The camp 

staff values the input from unit leaders on the program and will go over any questions leaders have regarding 

summer camp. If your unit is unable to send a participant, please direct questions to the Camping Department. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


